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Peopleõs Church,                                        

a Welcoming  Congregation,                         

invites the community to a renewed,              

intergenerational celebration of beauty, 

work and joy of worship. 

Walking through silence to sacred 

space, out of loneliness to community,            

we gather invoking the power of ancient 

rites and patterns. 

Boldly we take up the work of                      

embracing each other in forgiveness, of 

listening to the stories that form our 

spirituality, of passing the accounts from 

one to the other with all our senses open. 

Freed to respond, we hold each other in 

our hearts, daring to lift up in community 

our individual fears and emotions.            

Together we touch the sacred.  We stand 

on holy ground. We lift up each otherõs 

worth and dignity. 

We go out in joy - empowered as       

ambassadors of justice, equity and                 

compassion to our association                         

and our world. 

 

Weekly on Sundays at 5 p.m. 

Peopleõs Church 

115 W. Loomis 

Ludington, MI 49431 

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  

 

SEE MYTH AND RITUALS  ON PAGE 7  
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 S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S  ĕ  1 1  A . M .  A N D  5  P. M .  

C H I L D C A R E  A VA I L A B L E  

SEPT. 5  ~ The Power of Myth and Ritual     Reverend Catherine Harrington and John P. Thorp, Ph.D.  
 

Myths and rituals are essential parts of all cultures.  The stories people tell and the patterned behavior they                   
engage in on special occasions are ways of giving meaning and coherence to human life.                                                                         
Note:  See page 7 for more information on Myths and Rituals from John Thorp. 

 
SEPTEMBER 12  
 

11 AM ~ Traditional Worship Ingathering Water Service  
 

A Unitarian Universalist tradition that began in Lansing, Michigan in 1980 will mark the beginning of our new church year.  
Please bring a small vial of water from a place that is special to you and a brief story to share.  The combined water is 
symbolic of our shared faith and diversity.  It will be sterilized and preserved as sacred water to be used in rituals such 

as child dedications. 
 

5 PM ~ Evening Celebration ~ Rev Cathy Harrington, Mark Steigenga, John Thorp & Friends  
Story of the month: The Feast   
 

    Join us for a renewed, intergenerational celebration of beauty, work and joy of worship. 

    Walking through silence to sacred space, out of loneliness to community,                                                                   
 we gather invoking the power of ancient rites and patterns. 

Boldly we take up the work of embracing each other in forgiveness, of listening to the stories                                
 that form our spirituality, of passing the accounts from one to the other with all our senses open. 

Freed to respond, we hold each other in our hearts, daring to lift up in community                                                   
 our individual fears and emotions. 

Together we touch the sacred. We stand on holy ground. We lift up each otherôs worth and dignity. 

We go out in joy ð empowered as ambassadors of justice, equity and compassion                                                
 to our association and our world. 

6 PM ~  All are invited to our first monthly Celebration Potluck Supper following the  Evening          
Celebration .     Contact Christine Reed -Fast for details at crfast@charter.net  or 843 -9730.  
 
SEPTEMBER 19  
 

11:00 AM ~ A House for Hope ~ the Reverend Catherine Harrington  
 

A House for Hope, John Buehrensô and Rebecca Parkerôs new book, offers insights into liberal religion for the twenty-first 
century and itôs relevance in shaping a better world.  As Unitarian Universalists, ñwe must rediscover the spiritual suste-
nance available in the theological house of our forbears and embrace what our tradition holds sacred, as well as what it 

rejects.ò  
 

5 PM  ~  Evening Celebration                   Rev Cathy Harrington, Mark Steigenga, John Thorp & Friends  
The Feast continues...  
 

SEPTEMBER 26  
 

11 AM  ~  Religion in Rome, 1AD                                            Dr. Lou Yock  

Christianity grew and matured in the Roman Empire, as did a few other religions, not to mention the state cult.  This             
sermon examines Rome's religious melting pot kettle at the time of Jesus Christ's birth, to better understand the stew we 
call contemporary religion.  

5 PM  ~ Evening Celebration                     Rev Cathy Harrington, Mark Steigenga, John Thorp & Friends  
The Feast continues...  
 

MONTHLY VESPERS WILL RESUME ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6.  
 

mailto:crfast@charter.net
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 After giving a sermon titled, ñTake Time for Life,ò last month Iôve been trying to 
do just that, take time for life. Since I also recently read that women over fifty cannot 
lose weight  without exercising an hour a day, Iôm taking more time for exercise.  
Lately, instead of my usual routine of working out on the Elliptical machine at the gym 
three or four times a week, Iôve been riding my bike through Cartier Park to M 116 and 
then toward the State Park along the beach just about every day.  For the last few 
days, Iôve been riding until Iôm weary, lock my bike to a road sign, take off my shoes 
and walk on the beach, taking time to truly appreciate the beauty that surrounds me.  
Depending on the timing, I sometimes can make it back to Stearns Park to watch the 
sunset, the most popular show in Ludington it seems. 
 
 Itôs fun to watch the folks streaming onto the beach with their blankets and chairs as the sun 
starts its descent.  This time of year the Badger and the sun are on about the same schedule and 
that makes it even more delightful.  With a combination of impatience and dread I wait and watch          
as the last drop of red vanishes from sight, either on the horizon or behind the dense layer of clouds 
that so often obscure the view.  Itôs always different and always beautiful, and always bittersweet, 
like finishing a great book. 
 
 I hop back on my bike and head toward home noticing how many cars are arriving just a           
moment too late.  Iôve done that, timing off by a minute or more.  No problem, with sunsets, as it is 
with life, there will be another chance.  Tomorrow is a new day. 
 
 Our new Sunday Evening Celebration Service beginning on September 12 will be a kind of 
ñtake time for lifeò opportunity.  Mark Steigenga has joined our staff as a professional Church            
Liturgist and he and Peopleôs Church member, John Thorp, have been working together to create          
a worship experience unlike anything we have had before.  Like watching a sunset requires commit-
ment and participation, so will our new Evening Celebration invite you to participate in music, ritual, 
silence, and story. 
 
 The Searching for the Future workshop participants outlined goals for People's Church and 
one of those goals was to create a second worship service to accommodate for growth in our              
present limited facility.  The remarkable opportunity arose to work with Church Liturgist, Mark             
Steigenga, who has been hired for a ten-hour per week position at People's Church.  Since two 
morning services are not possible due to scheduling, we are embarking on an exciting experiment 
by introducing a new service on September 12 at 5 PM. We are calling it an Evening Celebration , 
and while it will be very different from our morning worship, there will be common elements in both 
services.   
 
 The first story is called "The Feast," a variation on an old tale that has been cleverly edited 
and revised by John Thorp, our resident Professor of Cultural Anthropology.  Each month, a new 
story will be introduced and retold in consecutive weeks in a different perspective or point of view 
using different faith traditions, cultures, etc. 
  
 We will gather at 5 PM for Worship for an hour and share a time of fellowship and food follow-
ing the service.  The first Sunday of each month we will have a Celebration Potluck supper and all 
are invited and encouraged to participate.  I hope you will join us! 
 

In faith and love, Cathy  

M U S I N G S  O F  R E V E R E N D  C A T H E R I N E  H A R R I N G T O N  

Peopleõs Voice 
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I N  M Y  H U M B L E  O P I N I O N  

September 2010  

Our Search for the Future continues. It began 
with The Big Think - the participation by members 
of our congregation truly outstanding, according to 
UUA consultant Dave Rickard, who facilitated the 
weekend event. Out of TBT came a new vision            
statement, a series of new mission statements, 
and a set of accompanying goals just approved by 
your Board of Trustees.  

Now, we turn everything over to a newly formed 
Strategic Planning Committee to develop a Strate-
gic Plan for our church - a road map for accom-
plishing our goals. The members who have 
agreed to serve on this committee are Jennifer 
Branning, David Hall, Lynn Hoepfinger, Julia Rad-
datz, and Ron Steiner. The new committee repre-
sents a cross-section of our church - long-time 
members and new, young families and grown, 
working and retired. The one thing they all share is 
a commitment to Peopleôs Church. 

Our future also depends on YOU. The focus of 
this fall's Board Retreat will be how to breathe           
new life into our committee structure. Over the 
years, some of our committees have run out of 
steam. Others have run out of members. As  
we've learned,  vibrant, active committees require 
constant attention - kind of like a vibrant garden. 
They need nourishment, weeding, and even                
occasional re-potting and re-planting.                       

In the next few weeks, we will be coming to       
you with new opportunities for service.                
Remember, for Peopleôs Church to be everything 
it can be, everything we all want it  to be, our 
members, you, must be active.  Peopleôs Church 
can make a difference, to its members, to our 
community, to the world, only if YOU make a       
difference.  

George Dila                                                             
Board President 

  

TWO HUGE THANK YOU S,     

TWO HEARTY WELCOMES 

 

 

 

Huge THANK YOUs to Ron Steiner and Mary 
Wickwire , who have recently resigned from our 
Board of Trustees.  

To his surprise, a part-time position with the State 
has turned into a full time position for Ron,           
requiring him to spend considerable time in         
Lansing every week. In his short service on the 
Board, Ron made his intelligence and fresh         
approaches evident. It was a pleasure to work 
with him.  

Mary, regrettably, resigned for personal reasons. 
No one is more committed to Peopleôs Church 
than Mary. During her tenure on the Board she 
picked up the bouncing ball and ran with it            
whenever it was necessary, working and leading 
with a passion. We will surely miss her presence 
on the Board. 

We welcome to the Board two new members, 
Julia Raddatz, elected to finish Ron's two-year 
term, and Keith Crompton, appointed to fulfill 
Mary's final year. 

How does Julia find the time, with family and kids, 
and new administrative responsibilities with the 
Manistee schools? Well, she's an outstanding  
person, that's how, and we're thrilled she's a 
member of our Board. It'll be great having a  
young mom's perspective on the Board. 

We were so pleased when Keith agreed, with      
enthusiasm, to step into the breach and join the 
Board. This will be a very important year for         
Peopleôs Church, and we're sure Keith's experi-
ence and intelligence, as well as his dedication to 
our church, will be valuable additions to the 
church's governance. 

 C H I L D R E N S õ  R E  NE W S   ~  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 0  

Children's RE starts a course on comparative religion in September, where we will study the different religions 
of the world.  It will truly be "religious education" in that the students are taught about religions.  We look            
forward to welcoming the new students who are aging into the program -- now Ava will be the big kid.  Cal will 
be starting his Coming of Age program, with the help of Dave Hall, who has agreed to be his mentor and the 
course facilitator.  So much change and how quickly it comes! 

       Lou  
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A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  

D A V I D  N I X O N  F I L M  S E R I E S  

PEOPLEõS CHURCH                                     
September 10 at 7:00 P.M.  

Monsieur Ibrahim    
  

Monsieur Ibrahim' is a fine coming-of
-age tale set in 1960's Paris. Young 
Pierre Boulanger gives a remarkably assured        
performance as Moses, a Jewish teen living with 
his cold, skinflint of a dad in a less-than-savory 
part of town. Abandoned by his mother and living 
in the shadow of a brother who has himself fled 
the scene, Moses leads an embittered existence, 
seeking surcease in the beds of the local              
prostitutes who ply their trade on the street         
where he lives. Moses is finally befriended by an 
aged shopkeeper named Ibrahim Demirdji, a Sufi 
Muslim who, after Moses' father commits suicide, 
adopts the boy and instills in him valuable life         
lessons, gleaned from his religious training and 
his long years of experience.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FRIDAY NIGHT SPIRITUAL  CINEMA  
THIRD FRIDAY EACH  MONTH  AT 7:00 PM   

 
SEPTEMBER 17  

  
Glenn Owen Dodds  
 
Who is Glenn Owen Dodds? Con man? Or God, 
the creator and ruler of the universe? Could         
Michael Radcliffe really be meeting his maker? 
Either way, everybody gets five minutes. What 
you take away is up to you. For Michael, it may 
just be the meaning of life.  A comedic short that 
looks at the question, ñWhy am I here?ò 

Love Me        

No one would envy Clarisse. She has a tiring, 
thankless job as a waitress in a small Parisian 
restaurant, and her boss is insufferable. Just       
when it seems like a normal day, a customer 
makes an unexpected announcement that could 
change everything.   

 
(Continued on page 6) 

WATER COMMUNION  SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 12 

A Unitarian Universalist tradition that began in 
Lansing, Michigan in 1980 will mark the beginning 
of our new church year.  Please bring a small vial 
of water from a place that is special to you and a 
brief story to share.  The combined water is         
symbolic of our shared faith and diversity.  It will be 
sterilized and preserved as sacred water to be 
used in rituals such as child dedications. 
 

SUNDAY  EVENING  CELEBRATION  SERVICE 

WEEKLY ON SUNDAYS AT 5 P.M. 

(SEE PAGE 1 FOR FULL  DESCRIPTION ) 

NOTE:                                                                          
IF YOU WOULD LIKE YO UR                

BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY ON THIS 
LIST, PLEASE GIVE ALICE DENNISON 

THE MONTH  AND DAY.   

ADULT  RELIGIOUS  ED CLASS:                                       
THE PHILOSOPHY  AND  PRACTICE  OF RELIGION  

Mondays at 7PM, starting September 13                    

and running through December 6  

Dr. Lou Yock will be leading an Adult Religious Ed 
class in comparative religion at the People's 
Church.  In this course, we will look at all the        
major faiths of the world through a philosophical 
lens, and as usual, at our own pace.  As a point      
of reference, we will be using the textbook Living 
Religions by Mary Pat Fisher.  I would recommend 
the 6th (sixth) edition if you wanted to buy the text 
to follow along.  (The 7th edition costs $110, 
where the 6th edition can be bought new for $19, 
used for $10.)   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

S E P T E M B E R  E V E N T S  A N D  H A P P E N I N G S  

 6 Elizabeth Caldwell-Bissell 

 12 Dan Bissell 

 15 Bonnie Thornasson 

 15 Mary Markov 
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Provocative, thoughtful, fiercely intelligent and, for 
both believing and non-believing, formal and infor-
mal students of religion, a must-read.                 
                ~June Saw-
yers 

 

Amazon Exclusive:                                                             
A Letter from Stephen Prothero  

On my last visit to Jerusalem, I struck up a conver-
sation with an elderly man in the Muslim Quarter. 
As a shopkeeper, he seemed keen to sell me         
jewelry. As a Sufi mystic, he seemed even keener 
to engage me in matters of the spirit. He told me 
that religions are human inventions, so we must 
avoid the temptation of worshipping Islam rather 
than  Allah. What matters is opening yourself up to 
the mystery that goes by the word God, and that 
can be done in any religion.   As he tempted me 
with more turquoise and silver, he asked me what         
I was doing in Jerusalem. When I told him I was 
researching a book on the worldôs religions, he put 
down the jewelry, looked at me intently, and, plac-
ing a finger on my chest for emphasis, said, "Do 
not write false things about the religions."  
 
As I wrote God is Not One, I came back repeatedly 
to this conversation. I never wavered from trying to 
write true things, but I knew that some of  the 
things I was writing he would consider false.  
 
Mystics often claim that the great religions differ 
only in the inessentials. They may be different 
paths but they are ascending the same mountain 
and they converge at the peak. Throughout this 
book I give voice to these mystics: the Daoist         
sage Laozi, who wrote his classic the Daodejing 
just before disappearing forever into the mountains;      
the Sufi poet Rumi, who instructs us to "gamble 
everything for love"; and the Christian mystic  
Julian of Norwich, who revels in the feminine        
aspects  of God. But my focus is not on these   
spiritual superstars. It is on ordinary religious folkð              
the stories they tell, the doctrines they affirm, and 
the rituals they practice. And these stories,         
doctrines, and rituals could not be more different. 
Christians do not go on the hajj to Mecca; Jews    
do not affirm the doctrine of the Trinity; and neither 
Buddhists nor Hindus trouble themselves about        
sin or salvation.             . 
Of course, religious differences trouble us, since 
they seem to portend, if not war itself, then at least             

 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Living Matrix    

Why does the placebo effect work, and how can 
we access this self-healing  ability of the body? 
Discover the new science of healing as Bruce  
Lipton, Lynne McTaggart, Edgar Mitchell, and 
other leading researchers and health practitioners 
explain how quantum physics, energy fields and 
consciousness directly affect our health and          
well-being. Could we be more powerful than we 
ever imagined? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GEORGE KELEN INVITED YOU                 
TO A GROUP STUDY / DISCUSSION OF:  

God Is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions 
That Run the World --                                               

and Why Their Differences Matter                                                    
by Stephen Prothero  

 
It is intended that the group will meet weekly, 
commencing late September. I will moderate the 
first meeting, and help facilitate the remaining       
(5-8) sessions. Participants from non-Unitarian 
Churches/faiths are especially invited and         
welcomed.  Coffee/tea and snacks will be served. 

Please indicate interest or suggestions to me 

at: gkelen@charter.net or 231 -843-2861 

From Booklist:  

Prothero vehemently disagrees with the politically 
correct notion that all religions are equal. ñThis is a 
lovely sentiment, but it is dangerous, disrespectful, 
and untrue.ò The idea of religious unity, he          
maintains, is nothing but wishful thinking. Hence, 
this book is meant to beðand most definitely isð
a bracing dose of realism. Religion is not just a 
private matter, he continues. Rather, it affects the 
world from social, economic, political, and military 
perspectives. Religion has two faces as a force   
of both good and evil. He discusses what he         
considers the great religions of the Middle East 
(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), India (Hinduism 
and Buddhism), and East Asia (Confucianism and 
Daoism)ðgreat in this context being contingent 
on number of adherents and historical signifi-
cance.  As the eighth religion of the subtitle, 
Prothero includesðwhich may surprise someð
the Yoruba religion of West Africa and its vast Di-
aspora. There is also a brief chapter on atheism. 

 September Happenings   (Continued from page 5) 
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M Y T H  A N D  R I T U A L  

Myths and rituals are essential parts of all cultures.  The stories people tell and the patterned behavior they 
engage in on special occasions are ways of giving meaning and coherence to human life.   

Myths and rituals are primarily the products of the human imagination.  For tens of thousands of years human 
cultures have flourished by relying on their imaginative powers to create satisfying mythical explanations of 
experienced existence, and to organize ritual performances wherein these explanations are given experiential 
form.  Myths and rituals provide human beings with coherence and meaning.   

For over a century anthropologists have been studying the ritual process.  Rituals across time and space 
share two things: the same basic structure, and they all create, maintain and build up community.  101 years 
ago the French ethnographer, Arnold van Gennep, first identified the three-part structure of rituals: a rite of 
separation from the ordinary way of conducting daily life, to produce a period of liminal experience of         
community in the present moment, and a rite of reaggregation to return the participants to the ordinary         
experience of life.  Later anthropologists used this framework in their own examination of rituals around the 
globe.   

Victor Turner examined in great detail the experience of liminality in rituals.  Limen in Latin means a 
ódoorway.ô  If you were to stand in a doorway you would be betwixt and between the rooms on either side of it.  
Ritual is meant to take people out of the ordinary experience of everyday life with its sense of time passing, 
problems to be solved, relationships to be built and maintained, distinctions between people of gender, race 
class, age, sexuality to be negotiated.  In short, chaos to be kept at armôs length.  Ritual liminality when a 
group can create it, renders participants present to each other in the now, not worried about past or future re-
lationships.  It is a time that is good because we are together.  If you agree with Sarte that ñhell is other           
people,ò then you can think of the liminal experience of being together as heaven.  Different traditions         
describe the liminal experience according to their prevailing mythic structure, but in all of the rituals, however 
they are rationally explained or thought about, the experience of being really together, or ñcommunitasò           
according to Victor Turner, is the same. 

For those old enough to remember the ó60ôs, the hippie communes tried to make the liminal experience into 
the new way of life.  It didnôt work.  Humans have a past from which they are moving toward the future,        
hopefully positively.  But the chaos that is ordinary life is constantly throwing up hurdles that have to be jump 
or circumvented in some way.  Therefore, the third stage of ritual is important, transitioning back from this  
renewing sense of oneness and solidarity with those at the ritual to the specifics of each personôs own            
particular life trajectory. 

An effective ritual lets the participants play together.  Play refreshes, teaches, and renews us. 

John Thorp  

 

SERMON SEPTEMBER  5    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

THE POWER OF MYTH AND RITUAL  
 

  
         Reverend Catherine Harrington and John P. Thorp, Ph.D.  
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MONTHLY VESPERS WILL RESUME                                   

ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6.  

rumors thereof. But as I researched and wrote this           
book I came to appreciate how opening our eyes to          
religious differences can help us appreciate the 
unique beauty of each of the great religions--          
the radical freedom of the Daoist wanderer, the 
contemplative way into death of the Buddhist 
monk, and the joy in  the face of the divine life of 
t h e  S u f i  s h o p k e e p e r . 
 
I plan to send my Sufi shopkeeper a copy of this 
book.  I have no doubt he will disagree with parts of 
it. But I hope he will recognize my effort to avoid 
writing "false things," even when I disagree with 
friends.                             
    ~Stephen Prothero 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

EARLY OCTOBER  HAPPE NINGS 
 

ADULT  EDUCATION  
DAVID  NIXON FILM SERIES  

OCTOBER 1,  7 P.M. 
 
Ethnic Notions  
 

Ethnic Notions is Marlon Riggs' Emmy-winning 
documentary that takes viewers on a disturbing 
voyage through American history, tracing for the 
first time the deep-rooted stereotypes which have 
fueled anti-black prejudice. Through these images 
we can begin to understand the evolution of racial 
consciousness in America. 
  

There will also be a special group tour of the 
Jim Crow Museum of Ferris State University on 
October 2, leaving Ludington at 9 AM. Contact 
Peopleôs Church to join the tour group or sign 
up on the sheet in the church social room .  
For more information about the museum 
see www.ferris.edu/jimcrow  
 

 

   September Happenings   (Continued from page 6) 

 

HEY, YOU!  

LISTEN UP!  

HEREõS                 

AN IDEA,  

A SIMPLE          

ANSWER TO         

OUR                        

SECURITY             

PUZZLE,  

IF YOU ARE 

THE LAST 

ONE TO 

LEAVE,                

MAKE SURE 

ALL THE 

DOORS ARE 

LOCKED!!!!  

http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow
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Board Member Changes:  

    The Board accepted the resignation of Mary 
Wickwire.  The Board thanks Mary for her dedicated 
service and sends Best Wishes and support to her. 

    The Board approved Keith Crompton as replace-
ment for Mary Wickwireôs unexpired one-year term.  
The Board appreciates Keithôs  willingness to serve 
and welcomes him aboard. 

Guest Presentations:  

     John Thorp (member) and Mark Steigenga made 
presentations regarding our new second service, 
scheduled to begin on Sunday evening, September 
12, 2010. They presented the framework for the  
Liturgical service, which will include:     

Gathering  as a people and entering the         
sacred space in silence. 

Listening  and Responding  to stories,                
music and creative presentations. 

Sending us back into the world, strengthened 
by our participation, as ambassadors for  
justice, equity, and compassion. 

     More details regarding this intergenerational sec-
ond service will be forthcoming to Church  members 
and the Community. 

     The Board has approved hiring Mark Steigenga 
as musician and worship assistant for the second 
service through January 2011. 

     George Kelen, Webmaster for Peopleôs Church 
website, made a status report and raised questions 
regarding our website evolving in new directions, 
including possible involvement in social media such 
as Facebook and Twitter. 

     The Board president requested that Dr. Kelen 
consult with members of the Media Committee and 
make proposals to The Board regarding website 
posting policies and participation in social media. 

Ministerôs Report: 

     Rev. Cathy Harrington expressed her excitement 
in working with John Thorp and Mark Steigenga 
planning the new second service for our Congrega-
tion. The Chalice Lighterôs Grant application is pro-
gressing and will be submitted by Sept. 1, 2010.  
This grant will provide future funding for our second 
service.  The Board has expressed its excitement 
and support of this creative endeavor. 

     Rev. Harrington continues her studies at Mead-
ville Lombard toward her Doctorate of Theology 
degree. 

     Rev. Harrington has asked George Kelen to 
lead a book discussion group with the latest 
Stephen Protheroôs book, God Is Not One. 

Strategic Planning:  

The Board approved the following ñSearch For The 
Futureò Goals: 

1.  Facility  

To provide a facility that will support our current 
members, accommodate growth to at least 150 
members by 2015, including sanctuary and ac-
tivity spaces, and will support age-appropriate 
lifelong religious education program, and nurs-
ery/childcare, with the goal of a Green Sanctu-
ary. 

Support Minister by providing adequate private 
office space by September 2011. 

2.  Worship & Ministry  

Diversify: create a second innovative Worship 
Service sustainable by July 1, 2011                     
(in process now). 

Enhance the Churchôs music program                   
by June 2011. 

3.   Religious Education  

Develop a Leadership Training Program 
(shared ministry) by June 2011. 

Develop a Lifespan Religious Education,            
ñFree the mind, grow the spirit and heal the 
worldò by September 2011. 

4.  Finances  

Establish a Financial Development committee 
no later than January 15, 2011. 

Maintain fiscal responsibility and firm financial 
foundation. 

5.  Social Outreach  

Support interfaith programs and activities. 

Establish a youth ministry that includes out-
reach to gay teens, as well as outreach to           

(Continued on page 10) 

S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  M e e t i n g -  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  2 0 1 0  
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September 2010 

Have you noticed that UUs are involved in         

almost every endeavor in Ludington?  For           

example, if you attended the òSounds of       

Summeró benefit concert July 25 sponsored by 

Church Women United, you would have seen       

Peg Gage, Didi Hoepfinger, Lynn Hoepfinger, 
Lisa Koskey, Alison Puffer, Dick Puffer, and 
John Thorp as part of the XVI Century Singers 

and Peg, Didi and Alison as 3/4 of the Red     

Hat Mamas. And, of course, Sue Hopson and Peg 
Gage coordinated people and resources for the           

very successful Community Garden. 

Would you like to receive your Peopleõs Voice fresh 

out of the printer?  At that stage it is three            

8-1/2òx 17ó unstapled and unfolded pages.         

Peg and Kent Gage have taken on the task of     

stapling, folding, labeling and stamping (where 

necessary) in excess of 100 each month.  If youõd 

like to join in this fun, contact them prior to the 

last Friday before the last Sunday of the month. 

As you know, Webmaster George Kelen makes 

the entire newsletter available on the internet 

www.peopleschurchuu.com.  You can have fewer 

things in your mailbox by letting church        

administrator Carol Marshall know that you 

donõt want to receive Peopleõs Voice by snail mail 

any longer but will take it off the website. 

troubled teens by June 2011. 

Establish visible presence in the community 
through focused social outreach. 

Allocate 15% of the annual budget for outreach 
within three years (with congregational sup-
port). 

Explore commercial applications with recom-
mendations by October 2011. 

The Board approved three new members for 
the Strategic Planning Committee: 

Jennifer Branning, Dave Hall, and Julia Rad-
datz.  Ron Steiner and Lynn Hoepfinger, ap-
proved at the July 7, 2010 Board meeting,  
complete the five  member Strategic Planning 
Committee.  The Board thanks these members 
for their willingness to serve and share their 
expertise. 

Who Speaks for the Church:  

Discussion of this important issue continued.  Dave 
Rickard, UUA consultant, provided provisions from 
the by-laws of the UU Church of Little Rock, AR as 
guidelines for Peopleôs Church.  Josh Swenson will 
do further research and will make recommenda-
tions to the Board at the September 15, 2010  
meeting. 

Future dates:                                                            
September 11, 2010 Board Retreat 8:30am- Noon 

September 12, 2010 New Evening Second Service 
begins 

September 15, 2010 Board meeting at 6:00pm 

Respectfully,                                                              

Susan Scarfino  

Board Minutes (Continued from page 9) 

 

The Evening Service Celebration will begin on Sunday,               
September 12 at 5pm.   Anne Pettigrew has graciously             

volunteered to be a greeter on September 12, and                          
we will need greeters for subsequent services.  

Would you be willing to be a greeter on Sunday                            
evenings?   You will find that this service will be an                         

exciting new program for the church and I am sure you 
would enjoy it.  Please let me know your availability and                    

I will create a schedule.  

Carol Marshall  

javascript:void(0)
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SEPTEMBER 2010 
   1 

7-9 p.m.            
Evening                  

Celebration             

Service Rehearsal 

2 

10-11:30 a.m.            
Ludington             

Recorders 

 

3 

 

4 

5 

9:30 a.m.                       
Choir Practice                         

11 a.m.-12 p.m.                    
Worship Service                           

6 p.m.                                   
Celebration Potluck                          

7:30-9:30 p.m.                            
Zen Buddhist Meditation   

6 

 

7 

6-9 p.m.             

Closed Meeting   

8 

7-9 p.m.            
Evening                  

Celebration             

Service Rehearsal 

 

9 

10-11:30 a.m.              
Ludington             

Recorders 

 

10                                                

7 p.m.                       
David Nixon Film 

Festival   

11 

8:30-noon            

Board Retreat 

 

 

12 

9:30 a.m.                          
Choir Practice                             

11 a.m.-12 p.m.                 
Worship Service                     

WATER COMMUNION   
5:00 P.M.                         

Evening Celebration            
6 p.m.                                  
Potluck     

13 

7 p.m.         
Philosophy and 

Practice of 

Religion 

 

14 

 6-9 p.m.             

Closed Meeting            

 

 

15 

6 p.m.                   
Board of                   
Directorsô       

Meeting  

7-9 p.m.            
Evening                  

16 

10-11:30 a.m.              
Ludington             
Recorders          

7:30-9:30 p.m.                         
Zen Buddhist   

Meditation   

17 

7 p.m.                    
Friday Night            

Spiritual Cinema 

 

 

18 

 

19 

9:30 a.m.                       
Choir Practice                          

11 a.m.-12 p.m.                 
Worship Service                   

5:00 P.M.                         
Evening Celebration       

20  

7 p.m.         
Philosophy and 

Practice of 

Religion 

     

21 

6-9 p.m.             

Closed Meeting   

22 

7-9 p.m.            
Evening                  

Celebration             

Service Rehearsal 

  

23 

10-11:30 a.m.          
Ludington             
Recorders         

7:30-9:30 p.m.                         
Zen Buddhist   

Meditation   

24 

 

 

25 

7:30 a.m- 
12:30 p.m.                       
Buddhist       

Retreat     

26                         

9:30 a.m.                              
Choir Practice                     

11 a.m.-12 p.m.                
Worship Service:                

SPLIT-THE-PLATE           
SUNDAY                        
5:00 P.M.                         

Evening Celebration       

27 

7 p.m.         
Philosophy and 

Practice of 

Religion 

 

28 

6-9 p.m.             

Closed Meeting   

29 

7-9 p.m.            
Evening                  

Celebration             

Service Rehearsal 

30 

10-11:30 a.m.          
Ludington             
Recorders      

7:30-9:30 p.m.                         
Zen Buddhist   

Meditation   

10/1 

7 p.m.                       
David Nixon Film 

Festival   

 

2 

9 a.m.                          
Tour Jim Crow         

Museum at              
Ferris State          

University 

 Date  Hospitality Hosts  Ushers  Sanctuary 
Keepers  

9/5 Carol and Dave Rodwell                          
Suzanne Shea & Gloria Wilson 

Anne and Norm Pettigrew Anne  

9/12 Bev Fogarty & Jane Carpenter               
Sara Kronlein & Todd Henrickson 

Alice and Ed Dennison Alice  

9/19 Patty & Gene Furst                                      
Connie and itch Grabois 

Ruth and Keith Crompton Carolyn  

9/26 Teresa & Stephen Hillman                         
Ren & Jules Willis 

Ruth and Keith Crompton Carol  

    

Evening  Service  
Greeter  

Anne 

 

 



 

Page 12 

West Shore Unitarian                 

Universalist Congregation                                  

115 West Loomis Street              

Ludington, Michigan 49431  

Peopleõs Church 

MINISTER:   Reverend Catherine Harrington        

 Phone 231 -843-6907    ~                     revharrington@mac.com  

Office Hours:  Tues 9 -2; Wed 10 -3 (call first): Thursday 9 -2; Friday by appointment  
 

DIRECTOR OF R.E.:    Dr. Louis Yock                    ly1228@hotmail.com  

CHURCH LITURGIST:  Mark Steigenga                msteigenga@gmail.com  

MUSIC DIRECTOR:     Julie Sherlock                     sarabande4@aol.com  

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:    Carol Marshall    uuchurch@charterinternet.com  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:    

President ñGeorge Dila                                            georgedila@chartermi.net  

Vice president --Julia Raddatz                                raddatzj@manistee.org         

Secretary ñSue Scarfino                                  susanscarfino@yahoo.com  

Treasurer ñ Ed Dennison                                  eddennison@att.net  

Trustees ñ      

Keith Crompton                                                           rkcromp@msn.com 

David Rodwell                                                              rodwell@charter.net   

Josh Swenson                                                 nan2josh@directv.net  

NEWSLETTER :  Alice Dennison                            adennison@att.net                                

Ron Johnson  ~  Lamp Photo                                   ronreesejon@yahoo.com                             

WEBSITE:           George Kelen                                  gkelen@charter.net  

Peopleõs Church is a loving religious community for people of all 
ages, which  embraces diversity, empowers individual spiritual 

growth, and acts  on our Unitarian Universalist principles.  

 

WE ARE A                  
WELCOMING                 

CONGREGATION  
 

As a                                   
Welcoming                           

Congregation,                 
we actively                     

welcome gay,               
lesbian,                    

bisexual, and               
transgender                    
people as full                 

participants in                
the life of the 

church. We are 
committed to             
standing on                 

the side of love                 
in our                     

congregational                
life and our                                 

advocacy  in the                   
larger  community.  


